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SUSSEX, POLICE G111

RESTRICTED {when complete)

WITNESS STATEMENT

F Criminal Procedure Rules, r 16.2; Criminal Justice Act 1967, 5.9
pew [ | [

Sdgtement of:  Cliwia Carroll
Age ifunder 18;  Ower 18 (f ower 18 Inser over 185 Cocupation:  Police Officer

This statement {consisting of 3 pagels) esch signed by me) is trus to the best of my knowledpe
and belief and | make it knowing that. if it is tendered in evidence, | shall be liable to prosscution if | hawe
wilully stated in it, anything which | know to be false or do not believe fo be frus.

Signature: SUCARRDLL Date 150082020

Tick if witness ewvidencs is visually recorded I:l [supply winess defails on resr]
1 am a police inspector with Sussex Police and currently the lead for licensing on East Sussex Division.

Thiz stetement forms part of a schedule of evidence which demonstrates the continued impact the
Dzvonshing Bar and Lounge is having on the police demand and importantly the community in B2whill.

The Dewonshire is bocated in Bexhill Town centre and is one of the main night time venues in Bexhill. Sussex
Police hawve continued to express concerns to the designated premises supenvizor for 3 numbser of years
about his and his staff's inability to control the patrons that wse his premises and the associzted anti-social
behaviour, public place violent crime and semual offences linked to his premisss.

Iszues hawve besn ongoing at the Dewonshire for & long peried of time. Since 1% January 2019, Police have
recorded, 51 incidents linked to this premizes, these have been for offences incueding serious assaults,
including Grievous Bodily Harm, serfous ssxual offences, induding stranger rape where both partizs had
been drinking at the premisss, drugs offences, robbery and domestic incidents.

Thiz does not sccount for the amount of calls recsived related to the premises. since January 1% 2019,
Sussex Police has received 110 calls relating to the Devonshire.

The |atest report i from the early howrs of sunday 13" september 2020 when officers were called to the
pub to reports of numercus people fighting which was captured and reported by our CCTY contrel room.
Officers spent 45 minutes at the scene dealing with the incident and remaining in the arez to ensurs that
there were no further issues. This does not accownt the time officers will have spent dealing with the
paperwork for the incident or any ongoing enguires to progress the investigation.

most of the incidents reported to Sussex Police and comments from attending officers demonstrate the
high lewels of intoxication of individwals at the pub. In February 2020, an altercation took place between 2
husband and wife at the premises, whersby she has hit him over the head with 3 glass. Comments from
officers on the imestigation report, state, that both parties had consumed alcohol, the victim and his friend
appeared intoxicated and during interviews the victim's level of awareness dropped and his intoxication
increassd.

In &ugust 2020, an assault was reported where a males states that his girlfriend has head-butted him and
broken his tooth. The victim states that the suspect began to drink excessively and was ordering trays of
Iagerbombs. again indicating that such high levels of intmacation relate directly to crime at this premises.

Sussex Police also has sericus concerns about the level of drugs being used on the premises and there is
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intellizence to support these concerns. In Movember 20412 Licenzing officers conducted drug swebs at the
premizes and the results were alarmingly high.

Along with the normal areas expected to have trace of drug uss (i.e toilet lids and cisterns|, high levels of
cocsing were found on the disabled toilet baby changing unit &t 5.02, along with Heroin at 1.17. Awsy from
the toilets, positive drug swebs were loceted at the table next to the dance floor (2.11], the fruit machine
next to the dance floor (2.15] and on the bar itself {1.13].

The DPs was provided with am action plan im relation to the drusgs use in his premisss.

on the 20 July 2020, following the re-opening of the pub on tha & July, further drug swabs wers
undertzken following continued concerns about the drug issue linked to this premises. Disappointingly
again rezdings were incredibly high for cocsineg in number of arzas, including toilet cisterns in the malss
{5.22], ladias toilst =anitary bin (4.77], baby changing unit (4.55) and the fruit machine (2.08].

The readings are substantially high bearing in mind these wers taken midwesk and there was prasurnsd to
bz enhanced cleaning of high touch point areas in the pub to ensure that they were minimising the spread
of Covid-13.

All procedures to reduce drug use appesr to have stopped and on this visit by licensing officer PC Buck
there had besn no seizures of drugs by door staff, which would further suggest that there iz very litts
attempt to identfy those in possession of controlled substances entering the premises.

when reviewing the drugs results prodwced by the lon Track machine any resding betwesn 3 and 4 can be
classed as hizh and could not be attributed to cross contamination and = indicative of recent or direct
contact with measwrable quantities of drugs. Readings of 4 and sbove relate to microgram amounts of
cortamination, being transferred directly to the swab and this indicates that the swab has been in direct
contact with bulk amount of the source of the drug.

on the 4" July 2020, the premises re-opened following restrictions being lifted by the government. That
weekend saw a number of issues at the premises. When officers attended at 21:10 hours on the 27 July,
they we met with & large crowd of 100+ people inside the premizes and people were s2en to be vertical
drinking which was szainst the legislation at the time. There wer2 no socal distandng measurss in placs
and on speaking with PC SBuck the DPs closed the premises woluntarily.

This was =n extremely busy weskend for suss=x Police due to the re-cpening of pubs and this took 3 large
propartion of officer's time.

The following weskend on the 10" July, the bar was visited again by officars, which noted that the although
the bar was providing seated service, there was no control ower entry and exit which was still being dons
throush one door, again not in comgliznce with government advicz on re-opening.

on the 11" July, officers reported concerns to PC Buck, following their sttendance 2t the pramises. At 00015
hours omthe 11", officers witnessed groups of people squaring up to each other. The bar was described zs
being packed and there was no control over entry or 2wt of the premises. Mo 1D checks were being mads
for people entering the premisss and officers describe massive groups 2ll over the bar and the dance floor,
To rmanage this and 2 series of incidents which occurred of the back of the poor control and management,

the duty Sgt for the night had to kesp 4 units on scene to prevent further issues.

& visit by Bcersing officer PC Wilkes on the following weskend, 17 and 18" July, appeared to show that
the DFS had implemented some changes to control those entering and exiting the premizes and manags
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age no. 3

Continuastion of statement of  Olivia Carrol
the number of people inside.

Howswver, Sussex Police continues to receive calls relating to ewcessive noise, breaches of Covid-15
legislation, no sodal distancing and generzl anti —social behaviour linked to the premises.

Residents who fwe above the pub hawe continued to complain to both Sussex Police and Rother
Envircnmental Health shout the excessive noise coming from the premises. On the 2B August 2020, 3
resident whao lives in the flats above the premises had a can thrown at him from someone in the pub as hs
wias entering his front door, during the call he stated that the ongoing isswes is making him feel anxows and
he dossn't feel comfortable lzaving his own address and is impacting an his mental health.

&5 licensing lead for East Sussex, | would always prefer for premises licence holders and designated
premizss superdsors to work with us to identify any areas where they fesl they are not adhering to the
licensing objectives and we will shways look to support them in parmership to overcoms issues identfied.

Howswer | am confident in saying that the DP: of the Devonshire Bar and Loungs has had mumercus
opportunities to improve the situation around his licenced premizes and sven with the support of local
licensing officers, advice given to him and previous stepped approaches to manzsging the issues assocated
with this wenus, he has been unable to make sufficient improvemsents which satisfy achieving the licensing
objectives and thersfore the only option which is proportionate and necessary is to seek a review of the
licence ahtogsther.
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